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Covanta’s Dirty Secret Revealed !
The nightmare facing Middlewich moved a stage closer to reality on Thursday 3 December with the announcement by the Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority (MWDA) that Covanta is one of the two companies short-listed for its municipal waste incineration contract. It also became clear that the American multinational would intend to transport waste from Merseyside, which includes the City of Liverpool, to Middlewich if it is the ultimate winner. This is clearly very embarrassing for both the MWDA and Covanta because hitherto they have tried to keep their intentions secret but a breach of confidentiality has forced them to own up. 
We can now see why both organisations were so keen to keep their ‘dirty little secret’ from public knowledge. Incredibly, it has emerged that two of the councils which form the MWDA, Knowsley and Liverpool, have passed strongly worded policies condemning incineration but it appears that they h[image: image1.png]


ave no concern about sending their rotting garbage, in hundreds of lorry loads every day, to a small town in Mid-Cheshire for burning. What hypocrisy!
Brian Cartwright, Chairman of CHAIN, comments:
‘This really is a callous insult to Cheshire and particularly to the people of Middlewich. It beggars belief that the authorities are seriously contemplating collecting rubbish from Merseyside, which has a much lower recycling rate than Cheshire, and transporting it up to forty miles for burning. If the people of Liverpool and other parts of Merseyside believe that incineration is wrong because of health risks or environmental damage, they have no right to pass on their problem to our part of the world. That would be outrageous and we are again calling on our local politicians and councillors to stop prevaricating and do the job for which they were elected. They must get on with the fight to protect the health of our community and our environment from the ravages that Covanta would inflict for the next thirty years.’  
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